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Welcome 

We are so happy you are with us. Please add your voice and heart to the prayers; help others find a 

place near you and greet the person next to you as we prepare to worship together. Stand and sit as 

you are comfortable.   

The Advent Wreath  

The Advent Wreath has three purple or blue candles and one pink candle in a ring around a white. 

The first candle is lit on the First Sunday of Advent; additional candles are lit, one on each of the 

following Sundays. The white is lit on Christmas Eve or Christmas Day. All five candles may be lit 

during services throughout the Christmas season.  

Our services this year will reflect the theme of our lections each Sunday.  

Advent 1 - The Patriarchs  

Advent 2 - The Prophets  

Advent 3 - John the Baptist  

Advent 4 - The Virgin Mary 

 Texts 

This service of Holy Communion is taken from Common Worship: Times and Seasons,  

© 2006 The Archbishops’ Council, with these exceptions: 

Gathering words are from Feasting on the Word® Worship Companion, © 2013 Westminster John Knox 

Press, Louisville, Kentucky. 

The Affirmation of Faith for Advent is reprinted by permission from Liturgy for the Whole Church: 

Multigenerational Resources for Worship, © 2008 Susan K. Bock, Church Publishing Incorporated, 

New York, New York. 

Eucharistic Prayer 2 is from Enriching Our Worship 1, © 1998 The Church Pension Fund. 

Post Communion Prayer after Communion by Bosco Peters, www.liturgy.co.nz. 
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Prelude            
     by Valentina Gavrilova 

Hymn 
     #59  “Hark! A thrilling voice is sounding” 

Gathering 
      Not in the mighty places of power, 

but in little Bethlehem, 
in a room out back: 
  
   The Messiah is coming. 
  
Not born in nobility and wealth, 
but of Mary and Joseph, 
who pondered and planed wood: 
  
   The Messiah is coming. 
  
Not announced by prophets, priests, and kings, 
but by two women,  
who were the first to know: 
  
   The Messiah is coming. 
  
Nothing will be impossible for God, 
but when and where we least expect it, 
look among the straw and the stars: 
  
   The Messiah is coming. 

  
Lighting Candles  

God of Abraham and Sarah, and all the patriarchs of old, you are our God, too. 
Your love is revealed to us in Jesus Christ, Son of God and Son of David. Help us in preparing to 
celebrate his birth to make our hearts ready for your Holy Spirit, to make his home among us. We ask 
this through Jesus Christ, the light who is coming into the world. 
  
Lord Jesus, light of the world, born in David’s city of Bethlehem, 
born like him to be a king: be born in our hearts at Christmas, be King of our lives today. 
  
People of God: awake! The day is coming soon when you shall see God face to face. 
Remember the ways and the works of God. God calls you out of darkness to walk in the light of his 
coming. Lord, make us one as we walk with Christ today and for ever.  
  
Amen. 
The first Advent candle is lit. 
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 The Collect of the Day 

     The Lord be with you 
     And also with you. 
     Let us pray.  

  
Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the armor of light, now in 
the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in 
the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the living and the dead, 
we may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and for ever. Amen.  

  
Special Music 
“Come Home”     Arr.  Craig Courtney   Performed by Soren Engstrom 
  
     Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling— 
    Calling for you and for me; 
     See on the portals he’s waiting and watching— 

   Watching for you and for me!  
  
     Come home! come home! 

    Ye who are weary, come home!  
  
     Why should we tarry when Jesus is pleading— 

    Pleading for you and for me? 
     Why should we linger and heed not His mercies— 

    Mercies for you and for me?  
  
     Oh, for the wonderful love He has promised— 
          Promised for you and for me! 
     Though we have sinned, He has mercy and pardon— 

    Pardon for you and for me  

  
First Reading 

We sit. 
A Reading from Jeremiah (33:14–16). 
  
     The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the house of    
     Israel and the house of Judah. In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to 
     spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. In those days   
     Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the name by which it will be 
     called: “The LORD is our righteousness.” 
  
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 25:1–9 

 1 To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul; my God, I put my trust in you; * 
let me not be humiliated, nor let my enemies triumph over me. 

2 Let none who look to you be put to shame; * 
let the treacherous be disappointed in their schemes. 

3 Show me your ways, O LORD, * 
and teach me your paths. 

4 Lead me in your truth and teach me, * 
for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all the day long. 

5 Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love, * 
for they are from everlasting. 

6 Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; * 
remember me according to your love and for the sake of your goodness, O LORD. 

7 Gracious and upright is the LORD; * 
therefore he teaches sinners in his way. 

8 He guides the humble in doing right * 
and teaches his way to the lowly. 

9 All the paths of the LORD are love and faithfulness * 
to those who keep his covenant and his testimonies. 

  
Second Reading 

A Reading from 1 Thessalonians (3:9–13). 
  
How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel before our God because of you? 

Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you face to face and restore whatever is lacking in your 
faith.  Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to you. And may the Lord 
make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, just as we abound in love for you. And may 
he so strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may be blameless before our God and Father at the coming 
of our Lord Jesus with all his saints. 
  
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
  

Hymn 
      #68  “Rejoice! Rejoice believers 
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Gospel 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke (21:25–36). 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
  

     “There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress among nations confused by 
      the roaring of the sea and the waves. People will faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the 
      world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’ 
      with power and great glory. Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads,  
      because your redemption is drawing near.” Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the 
      trees; as soon as they sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already near. So also, 
      when you see these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. Truly I tell you, this  
      generation will not pass away until all things have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my 
      Words will not pass away.  “Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and 
      Drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day does not catch you unexpectedly, like a trap. For it will 
      come upon all who live on the face of the whole earth. Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the 
      strength to escape all these things that will take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.” 

  
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

  

Sermon               The Rev. Jess Smith 
  

An Affirmation of Faith for Advent 
We stand. 
I believe in God, who bends and kneels toward our world, drenching it in love, making it new with 
every breath. I believe in Jesus, God become human, who brought every person a spark of the 
divine. I believe in the Spirit, hovering God, present among us, abiding, upholding, awaking all 
things to God’s grace. I believe we are called to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with 
God and each other, ready for God’s reign, awake and alert, as we work to bring it near. I believe 
we are called as Christmas comes close, to lift up our hearts in hope and in love, seeking God’s 
advent in each moment and person, each challenge and heartache, each blessing and joy. 
This I promise to do. Keep us faithful, Lord Jesus, and come soon. Amen. 

  
Prayers of Intercession 

God our hope, make us increase and abound in love for one another. Keep your Church on the 
paths of love and faithfulness. O come, o come, Emmanuel: Be our hope and our salvation. 
  
God our hope, usher in your reign of justice and righteousness. May all the world know your peace 
and safety. O come, o come, Emmanuel: Be our hope and our salvation. 
  
God our hope, under your reign divisions are overcome, unity restored: bring the people of this 
region—from city, village and town—together in a spirit of love and respect. O come, o come, 
Emmanuel: Be our hope and our salvation. 
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God our hope, remember your compassion and love. Heal and restore the sick and the suffering, the 
anxious and the grieving, especially Mary, Char, Mei, Carol, Kelly, Deb, Helene, Tiffany, Barbara, 
Christopher, Tuller, Nina, Marigold, Brad Dianne, Brad, Mel, Geoff, Judith, Lucas, Justin, and 
_____________. O come, o come, Emmanuel: Be our hope and our salvation. 
  
God our hope, keep us blameless before you that we may meet the coming of our Lord Jesus with joy. 
May we, and all who have died, rise to life immortal with all your saints. O come, o come, Emmanuel: 
Be our hope and our salvation. 
  
Almighty God, as your blessed Son Jesus Christ first came to seek and to save the lost, so may he 
come again to find in us the completion of his redeeming work; for he is now alive and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, God for ever and ever. Amen 

 
  

The Confession of Sin                                                           

     Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.  
      
     Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 
     have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 
     loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus 
     Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the 
     glory of your Name.  Amen.     

  
Assurance of Forgiveness 

  
Almighty God, who in Jesus Christ has given a kingdom that cannot be destroyed, 
forgive you all your sins, open your eyes to God’s truth, strengthen you to do God’s will, 
and give you the joy of his kingdom, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
  

The Peace 
May the peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 
We greet each other in the name of the Lord. 

  
Invitation to the Offering 

God has enriched us in every way— in speech, knowledge, and spiritual gifts. From the fellowship of 
Jesus Christ, we are sent out to share with thanksgiving what we have received. 
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Choral Anthem 
     “Advent Alleluia”         by Keith Christopher           Performed by the Cathedral Choir 

  

Salvation is created, 
O Lord, God Almighty, 

we offer praise to Thee above; 
O Lord, holy Lord, God. 

Let all mortal flesh keep silence, 
And with fear and trembling stand; 

Ponder nothing earthly minded, 
For with blessing in His hand, 

Christ our God to earth descendeth, 
Our full homage to demand. 

Alleluia. 
  
 The Great Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
  
We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life abundant. From before time you made 
ready the creation. Your Spirit moved over the deep and brought all things into being:  sun, moon, and stars; 
earth, winds, and waters; and every living thing. You made us in your image, and taught us to walk in your 
ways. But we rebelled against you, and wandered far away; and yet, as a mother cares for her children, you 
would not forget us.   
  
Time and again you called us to live in the fullness of your love. And so this day we join with Saints and 
Angels in the chorus of praise that rings through eternity, lifting our voices to magnify you as we sing: 
  

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest! 
Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest! 
  
Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God.   
  
To deliver us from the power of sin and death and to reveal the riches of your grace, you looked with favor 
upon Mary, your willing servant, that she might conceive and bear a son, Jesus the holy child of God. 
  
Living among us, Jesus loved us. He broke bread with outcasts and sinners, healed the sick, and proclaimed 
good news to the poor.  He yearned to draw all the world to himself  yet we were heedless of his call to walk in 
love.  Then, the time came for him to complete upon the cross the sacrifice of his life, and to be glorified by 
you. 
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On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took bread, gave thanks to you, 
broke it, and gave it to them, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.” As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. 

  
Again, he gave thanks to you, gave it to them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new 
Covenant, which is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins.  Whenever you drink it, do this 
for the remembrance of me.”  
  
Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, crucified and risen, who was and 
is and is to come,  we offer to you our gifts of bread and wine, and ourselves, a living sacrifice. 
  
Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Body and Blood of Christ.  Breathe your Spirit over 
the whole earth and make us your new creation, the Body of Christ given for the world you have made. In the 
fullness of time bring us, with all your saints, from every tribe and language and people and nation, to feast at 
the banquet prepared from the foundation of the world. 
  
Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and 
praise, for ever and ever.  
AMEN. 

  

The Lord’s Prayer 
Now, as Jesus taught us, we pray. 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as 
in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
are yours, now and for ever. Amen. 
  

The presider breaks the bread. Silence is kept. 
We break this bread 
to share in the body of Christ. 
  

  We who are many are one body, 
  for we all share the one bread. 

  

Bread and wine; the gifts of God for the people of God. 
  

  May we who share these gifts 
  be found in Christ and Christ in us. 

  

The Communion 
  

This is the Lord’s table where ALL are welcome.  
If you would prefer to receive a blessing rather than communion, please come forward and cross your arms over your 

chest. If you do not wish to receive wine please know that receiving only the bread is still a full communion 
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Prayer after Communion 

Let us pray. 
God of new beginnings, you draw near to us in word and sacrament to strengthen and renew us; 
kindle in us the fire of your Spirit. May your light so shine through us that all may welcome your 
Son at his coming. We ask this in the name of Jesus Emmanuel. Amen. 

  

Blessing 
May the God of mercy keep you, the Holy Spirit cheer you, and Christ in glory greet you, now and at 
the day of his coming. And may the blessing of Almighty God, Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier 
be with you now and always. Amen. 

  

Hymn 
     #426  “For the fruit of all creation” (verses 1-5) 
  

Sending 
As we await our coming Savior, 
go in the peace of Christ. 
  
  Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

  

Postlude            
     by Valentina Gavrilova 
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